Frequently Asked Questions when Applying to the Solo Exhibitions Program
General Application Questions
1. How do I apply?
To apply for the program, please go to http://www.alteredesthetics.com/events/78. Please read through and follow the entire guidelines outlined in the application forms. Submit all requested info by the deadline. 
2. How do I apply online?

Currently there are no uploading features for your resume, application form, or survey. These must be mailed or emailed to Ae separately. There is, however, an upload option for images of your artwork.

3. Can I still apply to the Solo Exhibitions Program even if I missed the deadline?

No, submissions received after the deadline will not be accepted. If you missed the deadline, please wait until the next call to artists. 

4. If I plan on creating an entirely new body of work for my solo show, what should I 
submit for the image portion of the application?

You should include images of past work, as well as ideas, sketches, concepts and plans of your new work.
5. What is the image size requirements for the application?

Please submit images with 72 DPI and 8X10 dimensions, which can be burned to CD and mailed, attached to email submission, or uploaded online. Please do not submit slides of your work or printed images.

6. How should I apply if I am submitting video?

All video submissions should equal a total of 5 minutes, and should be submitted on CD or DVD.

7. How do I apply if I do not have a resume or CV?

The main aspect of this program is career development. Learning how to create resume and CV will be covered during the career development meetings. When applying please explain why you do not have a resume and your application will be considered complete without one, or with a partial one. 
8. Can international artists apply?

Yes, but you are required to attend the first solo exhibitions meeting with the Director of the Solo Exhibitions Program, and must be there for your opening. If you can attend both of those then we encourage both national and international artists to apply. 

9. Why must I complete the survey to apply?

There are three surveys to be completed throughout the program: the pre-application, post exhibition and post program. Each of these help Ae determine the success of the program and help with program funding. It also allows Altered Esthetics to continue to make improvements on the program based on individual artist experience. It's a required part of the Solo Exhibition Program and you will not be accepted without one. 

Acceptance and Rejection Questions
1. How many artists will be accepted?

The 2011 program has 10 participating artists, and Ae is planning on accepting approximately the same number for 2012.

2. When will I hear if I am accepted?
If accepted into the program, Ae will contact you within two months from the submission deadline.
3. Will I get conformation that Altered Esthetics received my application?

Ae will notify you by email when we have received applications. Please make sure your application is complete; we receive a large number of applications and may not notice your application is missing pieces until after the deadline is passed. 
4. Does a previous solo exhibition preclude me from being accepted into the program?

Yes, we are seeking emerging artists who have had limited exhibition experience. Artists may be just out of art school, beginning their art career, returning to their career after a break, or more, but we do not accept artists who have had a prior solo exhibition.

5. What can increase my chances of being accepted? If rejected, what can I do when 
applying next year?

When sending in your application, make sure you fill it out completely and submit it before the deadline. Do not submit until you fill out the survey and exhibition proposal.  You should also include good quality images in your submission, and potential candidates should have no previous solo exhibition history. A cohesive plan for what you would plan to present is recommended.
6. How are artists chosen to be in the program?

All applying artists are sent to the Exhibitions Committee. The committee chooses a number of possible artists. These artists are then sent to our community partners who pick which artists they wish to host in their space. The Director of Solo Exhibitions creates the schedule and notifies artists of acceptance by notification day. The selection of solo artists is based on the following, among other things:
-A cohesive body or portfolio of work and clear exhibition proposal explaining the artist’s current work or work they intend to create for exhibition

-Whether or not the artist is emerging. This is meant to be a stepping stone program and would fail to help well established artists

-Artists who express a willingness to learn and take an active learning role in the creation and promotion of their own show
7. I've been accepted, but now I think this program is not for me, what happens now?

Please be sure to completely read and understand all responsibilities before applying and when accepting an offer into the program. Once accepted, your exhibition fee will not be refunded. If you need to back out of the program for health or other emergency reason, please contact the Director of Solo Exhibitions as soon as possible. 
Program Questions
1. How is this program taught?

This program is taught through both group meetings and individual meetings with the Director of Solo Exhibitions, as well as communication over email. Each month there is a career development topic discussed while artists work on their solo exhibition. Additional trainings with Altered Esthetics board members are also available throughout the year.
2. How much of a commitment is this program?

Once accepted to this program, your commitment to this program is one year. There will be one career guidance meeting per month, and increased small group meetings when planning exhibitions. This program requires a consistent level of commitment, participation, and work the entire year.

3. What sort of career guidance will I receive in the program?

The Solo Exhibition Program offers many opportunities for participants, focusing on career planning, goal setting, time management and organization, updating and creating a professional portfolio, and learning to critique. Participants also learn many real world business practices for an artist, including self promotion and networking, as well as the financial aspects of marketing, pricing, budgeting. 

4. What will not be covered in the program?

This program is pre-designed so that only the above topics will be covered, and the focus will be only on designing a solo exhibition. The program does not cover grant writing, and there are no personal art consultations or personal projects outside of your exhibition. 

Other Questions

1. How can I become more involved in Ae if I am not accepted or if the Solo Exhibitions 
Program is not for me?

We encourage emerging artists not ready for this level of commitment (financially, career, or time-wise) to consider submitting work to one of our fourteen annual group shows, for which financial hardship waivers and free exhibition opportunities are available. http://www.alteredesthetics.com/events/gallery

You can also volunteer or intern at Ae, attend our annual fundraiser, or monthly group discussions. For questions about opportunities at Ae, please email us at contact@alteredesthetics.org. 
2. Is there a commission on sold work?

If you sell any of your work, Ae will receive a 30% commission, which may be split between the partnering spaces. As an artist you will receive 70% on all sales.

3. What does my $200 exhibitions fee cover?

This program requires a significant commitment of time and energy from both the artists involved and Altered Esthetics. Altered Esthetics values transparency in the work we do, as well as our accounting procedures. The gallery operates on an annual budget of approximately $35,000. This budget includes not just the cost of our brick-and-mortar location, but also the various costs associated with running a nonprofit business in Minnesota. Each of your exhibition fees are going to support overall organizational operating expenses of Altered Esthetics, which include but are not limited to Solo Exhibition Program expenses. This includes rent for our space, supplies, internet, newsletter service subscription, insurance, phone, internet, and so on. Though some of the money is going to the organization broadly, solo artists are benefiting directly back from the press releases, mailing lists, career guides and information, career guidance and support. The $200, while it is an increased exhibition fee compared to group show fees, does not quite cover the resources used to support the program. (An added annual cost overall of approximately $3,000.) 
Partnership and Exhibition Questions

1. Where is the gallery space I will be showing my work?

Ae partners with various businesses around the Twin Cities. They have partnered with Ae to support and host our Solo Exhibitions artists. The spaces include hair salons, restaurants and other business companies. The solo artists do not always show in a traditional gallery space and they do not exhibit at Ae. The partnering hosts may change each year.
2. What are the benefits of showing in gallery partner spaces?

As an emerging artist it is a great way to get your work out in the public. People visiting or working in the partnering business spaces are not necessarily members of the arts community, so this program seeks to introduce Ae, our artists, and the solo artists' work to a new audience. It also is a good space to learn how to plan and implement your first show while receiving career development guidance. This program is an excellent opportunity for artists to learn how to be professional in future exhibition and shows with galleries.

3. May I contact the partners for more information about the program?

No, our partners may not be contacted at any point before or during the program about any questions, comments or concerns about the program. You also may not visit the space as a prospective Ae Solo Exhibition artist. All questions relating to the program should be directed to the Solo Exhibitions Director or Ae so we can contact them at once or answer any questions we may already have answers too. Our partners are generously donating time and space for this program, but they are doing so around their normal business needs. Please respect our partners. 

4. What happens if I do not like the space or month I am showing in?

The partners specifically chose each artist to show in their space. The schedule is made ahead of time, so changes cannot be made once you receive your space and show dates upon acceptance. If your exhibition host or your dates of show do not work for your schedule, please do not ask for a new host or a different time, as Ae cannot change them. If you have a significant event during the year of your exhibition or special needs such as ADA accessibility, please note these requirements in advance.
5. Once I learn where I am showing, may I visit the exhibition site?

No, a meeting and tour will be scheduled with the Director of Solo Exhibitions and the business owner upon request at the beginning of the program. Please be respectful of our partners and the program guidelines regarding contacting the businesses.

Additional Questions?
Who do I contact if I have additional questions?

If you still have any questions, please contact Solo Exhibitions Director Kate Johnson at: kjohnson@alteredesthetics.org
